
  

 
 

   
 

AMPLIFY BC  

GRANT RESOURCES FOR LIVE PRESENTERS  
Programs that support businesses include Creative BC’s Live Music Program and the 
Province of BC Fairs, Festivals, and Events program. All opportunities listed support not-
for-profit organizations. 

Provincial Funders 
Amplify BC delivers funding programs that serve B.C. artists, live music presenters, music 
companies and the development of the music industry. 

• Live Music: Presentation supports B.C.-based live music presenters, funding live 
music performances for audiences and artists and enhancing music tourism 
throughout B.C. 

o For businesses AND not-for-profits 
• Live Music: Business Development supports B.C.-based live music presenters, 

growing the capacity of the live music sector through business development 
activities 

o For businesses AND not-for-profits 

BC Arts Council nurtures and supports arts and cultural activity in communities across 
British Columbia 

• Project Assistance- Performing Arts provides grants to support specific projects in 
the performing arts, including music. This can include live music performances and 
festivals 

o For not-for-profits  
• Operating Assistance- Performing Arts Organizations offers ongoing support to 

professional performing arts organizations, which can include music organizations 
that present live music regularly. This support helps with operational costs, 
ensuring the sustainability of these organizations. 

o For not-for-profits  

Province of BC provides has various funding sources available to support B.C.'s live music 

sector: 

• BC Fairs, Festivals, and Events Recovery Fund supports the recovery of fairs, 
festivals, and events in British Columbia that were impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic. It provides financial assistance to help cover operational costs and 

https://creativebc.com/funding-programs/music-sound-recording-programs/live-music/
https://creativebc.com/funding-programs/music-sound-recording-programs/live-music/
https://www.bcartscouncil.ca/program/?order=ASC&orderby=meta_value&post_type=program&s=&applicant-type=&discipline=&program_type=Project+Assistance
https://www.bcartscouncil.ca/program/operating-assistance-arts-culture-service-organizations/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/tourism-immigration/tourism-resources/tourism-funding-programs/fairs-festivals-events-fund


  

 
 

   
 

ensure these events can continue to offer cultural and artistic programming, 
including live music. 

o For businesses AND not-for-profits 
• BC Community Gaming Grants provide $140 million annually to not-for-profit 

organizations throughout B.C., to support their delivery of ongoing programs and 
services that meet the needs of their communities.   

o For not-for-profits  

Community Basin Fund serves the Kootenay region consisting of all the watersheds that 
flow into the Columbia River in Canada and operates in the unceded traditional territories 
of the Ktunaxa, Lheidli T’enneh, Secwépemc, Sinixt and Syilx Nations. While their range of 
services, programs, initiatives, and financial investments is extensive, their purpose is 
straightforward: we exist and act for the social, economic, and environmental wellbeing of 
the Basin 

• Arts and Culture Program supports organizations who work and live in the Basin to 
develop and deliver programs and initiatives that respond to their needs and 
support communities. 

o For not-for-profits  

National Funders  

Canada Council for the Arts is Canada’s national public arts funder, with a mandate to 
foster and promote the study and enjoyment of, and the production of works in, the arts. 

• Arts Across Canada fosters relationships and exchanges between artists and 
audiences within Canada. Supports live performances, tours, and community 
engagement activities, allowing artists to present and share their work across the 
country. 

o For not-for-profits  
• Arts Abroad supports Canadian artists and arts organizations in presenting their 

work internationally. Includes funding for international tours and performances, 
helping artists to reach new audiences and gain international exposure. 

o For not-for-profits 
• Engage and Sustain provides multi-year funding to organizations that engage the 

public in a variety of artistic activities, including live music performances. This 
program aims to support the ongoing activities of established arts organizations.  

o For not-for-profits 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/sports-culture/gambling-fundraising/gaming-grants/community-gaming-grants
https://ourtrust.org/grants-and-programs-directory/arts-culture/
https://canadacouncil.ca/funding/grants/arts-across-canada
https://canadacouncil.ca/funding/grants/arts-abroad
https://canadacouncil.ca/funding/grants/engage-and-sustain


  

 
 

   
 

• Explore and Create supports the creation and development of new artistic works, 
including live music. This program provides grants to individual artists, groups, and 
organizations to explore and create new artistic expressions. 

o For not-for-profits 
 
Department of Canadian Heritage and its portfolio organizations play a vital role in the 
cultural, civic and economic life of Canadians. Arts, culture and heritage represent more 
than $57 billion in the Canadian economy and close to 673,000 jobs in sectors such as film 
and video, broadcasting, music, publishing, archives, performing arts, heritage 
institutions, festivals and celebrations. 

• Canadian Arts Presentation Fund supports professional arts festivals and 
performing arts series in Canada, including live music performances. It helps cover 
costs associated with the presentation of live performing arts shows and helps 
ensure that Canadians have access to a variety of artistic experiences. The fund 
aims to increase access to the arts in both urban and rural communities, supporting 
organizations that present or host live music events across Canada. 

o For not-for-profits 
• Building Communities Through Arts and Heritage offers funding for local arts and 

heritage projects, including festivals and events that feature live music. It supports 
activities that engage local communities and showcase local talent. 

o For not-for-profits 
• Canada Cultural Spaces Fund provides support for the improvement and 

renovation of cultural spaces, including venues for live music. This fund helps 
ensure that artists and performers have the facilities they need to create and 
present their work. 

o For not-for-profits 
• Endowment Incentives encourages private-sector investment in arts organizations 

by providing matching funds to endowment contributions made by the private 
sector. This support helps build long-term financial stability for arts organizations, 
including those that support live music. 

o For not-for-profits 

Municipal Grants 

City of Vancouver cultural grants aim to celebrate, elevate, and support the range of creative 

people, projects, and organizations who contribute to Vancouver’s diverse creative stories. 

https://canadacouncil.ca/funding/grants/explore-and-create
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/funding/arts-presentation-fund.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/funding/building-communities/legacy-fund.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/funding/cultural-spaces-fund.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/funding/cultural-investment-fund/endowment-incentives.html


  

 
 

   
 

• Cultural Grants Program supports Vancouver-based non-profit organizations 
and individual artists, including those involved in live music. Includes Cultural 
Infrastructure Grants, Project Grants, and Annual Assistance Grants. 

o For not-for-profits 
• Theatre Rental Grant Program provides a non-cash subsidy to cultural non-

profits to assist with the costs of renting space at City theatre facilities. 
o For not-for-profits 

• Cultural Spaces Grant Program provides support for arts and culture 
organizations to plan, buy, build, renovate, or expand cultural spaces. 

o For not-for-profits 

Metro Vancouver is a diverse organization that plans for and delivers regional utility 
services, including water, sewers and wastewater treatment, and solid waste 
management. It also regulates air quality, plans for urban growth, manages a regional 
parks system, provides affordable housing, and serves as a regional federation. 

• Regional Cultural Project Grants support arts and culture organizations with 
creation, production, dissemination, audience development, research, project staff 
and/or administrative capacity building. Project grants are awarded up to a 
maximum of $10,000 each.  

o For not-for-profits 

City of Victoria grant programs provide financial support to community organizations to 
advance important programs and services to residents. 

• Festival Investment Grant supports local festivals, including those featuring live 
music, by providing financial assistance for programming, marketing, and 
operations. 

o For not-for-profits  

City of Surrey if you are hosting an arts, culture, or heritage activity in Surrey, you can 
apply for a Cultural Grant. 

• Cultural Grants Program offers support to non-profit organizations for arts and 
cultural projects, including live music events. Includes project grants, operating 
grants, and cultural celebrations grants. 

o For not-for-profits 
• Surrey Civic Theatres (SCT) rental subsidy offers assistance to Cultural Grant 

applicants renting Surrey Civic Theatres. Based on availability, this subsidy will 

https://vancouver.ca/people-programs/cultural-grants-program.aspx
https://vancouver.ca/people-programs/arts-and-culture-grants.aspx#:~:text=to%20three%20years.-,Cultural%20Grants%20Program,Grants%2C%20and%20Annual%20Assistance%20Grants.
https://vancouver.ca/people-programs/cultural-spaces-grant-program.aspx
https://metrovancouver.org/cultural-grants
https://www.victoria.ca/city-government/city-grants/festival-investment-grants
https://www.surrey.ca/arts-culture/cultural-grants


  

 
 

   
 

provide access to City of Surrey Civic Theatres venues, including: Main Stage and 
the Studio Theatre, both at the Surrey Arts Centre, and Centre Stage at City Hall 

City of Kelowna offers arts and culture grants to non-profit organizations on an annual 
basis. The purpose of these grants is to enrich the art, culture and heritage experience for 
Kelowna residents. 

• Cultural Grants Program provides funding to support the development of the arts 
and culture sector in Kelowna. Includes project-based initiatives, operational 
support, and cultural festivals, including live music performances. 

o For not-for-profits  

City of Burnaby grants support non-profit organizations that organize community events 
and festivals.  

• Community Grant Program offers funding to non-profit organizations for projects 
and activities that benefit the community, including arts and cultural events like live 
music performances and festivals. 

o For not-for-profits  
• Festival Grants specifically supports local festivals, including those featuring live 

music, by providing financial assistance for programming, marketing, and 
operational expenses. 

o For not-for-profits  

The City of Richmond supports a positive quality of life for all its residents and provides 
the annual City Grant Programs to help support the work of community service 
organizations. 

• Arts and Culture Grant Program provides funding to support arts and cultural 
activities, including live music events, in Richmond. Includes project grants and 
operational support for non-profit arts organizations.  

o For not-for-profits  

The City of Nanaimo Culture Project Grants assist culture and heritage organizations to 
realize projects that benefit our community and contribute to the cultural, social and 
economic vitality of Nanaimo. 

• Culture Project Grant offers funding to support cultural and heritage projects, 
including live music events, festivals, and performances. 

• For not-for-profits engagement opportunities for audiences and artists. 

https://www.kelowna.ca/our-community/arts-culture-heritage/cultural-grants#:~:text=The%20purpose%20of%20these%20grants,in%20the%20same%20calendar%20year.
https://www.burnaby.ca/our-city/get-involved/grants/community-grants
https://www.burnaby.ca/our-city/get-involved/grants/festivals-burnaby
https://www.richmond.ca/culture/citygrant.htm
https://www.nanaimo.ca/your-government/grants/culture-project-grant#:~:text=Culture%20Project%20Grants%20assist%20culture,and%20economic%20vitality%20of%20Nanaimo.&text=Grant%20applications%20must%20be%20received,consideration%20in%20this%20funding%20stream.


  

 
 

   
 

o For not-for-profits 

Do you know about a funding source not currently appearing on this list that could be of 
benefit to B.C.-based Live Presenters? New information is always welcome.  

Contact Navreet Dhaliwal (Coordinator, Music Programs) at ndhaliwal@creativebc.com  

This list was last reviewed and updated on July 18, 2024. 
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