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SAMPLE
Business Foundations Application Form 2026/27
The Business Foundations program invests in growing businesses owned by people from systemically excluded groups in B.C.’s music ecosystem, to expand and develop networks, capacity, and infrastructure.
The Business Foundations and Demo Recording programs are intended to increase access for applicants who experience barriers to funding.
Please review the Business Foundations program guidelines before applying.
This is a sample application form for planning purposes only. Do not submit this as part of your Business Foundations application. 
Application Instructions
Complete this form to submit your grant application. The online application form will work best on Chrome, and on a laptop or desktop computer, rather than a tablet or a phone.
We recommend saving any long-form answers in a separate document as you progress through the application. Creative BC cannot recover links to draft applications before they are submitted.
The deadline for Business Foundations applicants is March 25, 2026 at 4:00 PM, PT. Results will be available approximately 12 weeks after the deadline. All applicants will be notified of their results in writing, by email.
If you have any questions about the application process, or if you require any assistance, please contact:
Navreet Dhaliwal | Coordinator, Music Programs
Phone: 236-455-0945
Email: ndhaliwal@creativebc.com
Schedule an appointment
Save as You Go

IMPORTANT: To save your form and prevent losing your work, please click 'Save Application' in the bottom right-hand corner now. Input your email address, and you will receive a saved link to revisit this form at any time. Continue to click 'Save' as you go, or your information will be lost. Creative BC cannot recover unsaved forms.

Program Eligibility
Eligible Applicants
The Business Foundations program supports entrepreneurs and small businesses owned by people from systemically excluded groups in B.C.'s music industry, who face barriers to participation and have been underrepresented and underserved by funding programs. This program supports the following groups:
· Indigenous Peoples: First Nations (Status/Non-status), Métis, or Inuit
· Black (or Afro-Canadian, including Black Caribbean, Black African and others from the African Diaspora)
· People of Colour (this may include Arab, Chinese, Filipino, Japanese, Korean, Latin American, South Asian, Southeast Asian, West Asian, and people of mixed ancestry)
· Members of the Deaf and Disability communities, and those who live with chronic illness or are neurodivergent
· 2SLGBTQIA+ people: Two-Spirit, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, asexual, non-binary and gender diverse
Business with more than one owner must be at least 51% owned and operated by people who identify as one or more of the above groups.

Does the applicant meet the criteria above?*
--select an item—
Yes 
No 
Not sure 

Additional Eligibility
Are you doing business in the music industry?*
--select an item--
Yes 
No 
Are you working with one or more artists or clients?*
--select an item--
Yes 
No 
Are you headquartered or residing in B.C.?*
--select an item--
Yes 
No 
Do you file B.C. tax returns, if required?*
--select an item--
Yes 
No 
Not Required 
Does your business earn $100,000 or less in gross revenue per year?*
Yes 
No 
Have you received a combined total of $30,000 or less through any of the following programs?
Business Foundations, Industry Initiatives, Music Company, Live Music*
Yes 
No 

Review the Program Guidelines for more information on the eligibility requirements for this program.

If you answer 'no' to any of the questions above, you may not meet the eligibility requirements for this program.
Contact Creative BC if you have any questions or would like to discuss your eligibility.

Revenues & Previous Funding
Previous Funding
Businesses that have received more than $30,000 cumulatively through the Live Music and Music Company programs are not eligible for this program.
Have you or your business previously applied to a Creative BC music program?*
--select an item--
First-Time Applicant 
Previously Funded Applicant 
Returning Applicant 

Returning applicant refers to those who have previously applied, but were not successful.
What is the total funding you or your business has received from Creative BC's Live Music and/or Music Company program to date?* (if applicable) 



Has the applicant previously received any grant or public funding from any source?
Yes 
No 

Contact Information
Application Contact
This is the contact who has signing authority on behalf of this application.
First Name*



Last Name*



What is your preferred name? 
(First & last)



Which pronouns should Creative BC use when referring to you?*
--select an item--
He/Him/His 
She/Her/Hers 
They/Them/Theirs 
He/They 
She/They 
Other 
Prefer not to answer 
Role/Job Title*



Email*



Phone*



Mailing Address
Street Address*



City*



Postal Code*



Province*BC



Country*Canada




Business Information
Are you applying as an individual, business, or not-for-profit organization?*
--select an item--
Individual 
Business 
Not-for-Profit Organization 
Business Name
Name of individual, business, or not-for-profit.* 



Business Legal Name
Legal name of individual, business or not-for-profit.*



What year was your business established?*E.g. 2021



For the purpose of this application, what is your business’s primary function in the music industry?*
Artist Management 
Audio Engineer 
Booking Agency 
Concert Presenter / Promoter 
Digital Agency 
Education 
Grant Writer 
Media and Broadcast 
Music Festival 
Music Publishing / Licensing 
Music Services 
Production Equipment & Suppliers 
Publicist 
Radio / Playlist Promotion 
Recording Studio 
Record Label 
Record Producer 
Rehearsal Space 
Venue
Other

Beyond this application, what is the primary function of your business as a whole? 
Artist Management 
Audio Engineer 
Booking Agency 
Concert Presenter / Promoter 
Digital Agency 
Education 
Grant Writer 
Media and Broadcast 
Music Festival 
Music Publishing / Licensing 
Music Services 
Production Equipment & Suppliers 
Publicist 
Radio / Playlist Promotion 
Recording Studio 
Record Label 
Record Producer 
Rehearsal Space 
Venue
Other

If your business serves multiple functions within the music industry, please select all that apply.
Your selections will be used to list and categorize your business in our knowledge hub.
--select an item--
Artist Management 
Audio Engineer 
Booking Agency 
Concert Presenter / Promoter 
Digital Agency 
Education 
Grant Writer 
Media and Broadcast 
Music Festival 
Music Publishing / Licensing 
Music Services 
Production Equipment & Suppliers 
Publicist 
Radio / Playlist Promotion 
Recording Studio 
Record Label 
Record Producer 
Rehearsal Space 
Venue
Other

Link to your website, or main social profile for your business: http://www.



Would you like your name, location, and website listed in Creative BC's online directory?
☐
Annual Revenues
What are the total gross earned revenues from your business in the last year?*$0000



Use whole numbers and round up or down to the nearest dollar. If applying as a new company, or if no revenues have been earned, type '0'.
Gross earned revenues = All the income you or your business has earned, before paying out any expenses or deductions.

Business Overview
Tell Us What You Do
Please limit each response below to a maximum of 250 words.
Provide a brief description of yourself and your business.* 
	









What products or services does your business offer to clients?* 
	









Why does your business exist? Is your business filling a gap in the industry?* 
	









Briefly describe the types of clients you take on, or the types of artists you sign to your roster or program for your event.
For example: genre, representation, location, level of artist, type of business, etc. *
	









Describe your business model and fee structure:* 
	









Business Model = A plan or strategy for how your business will generate revenue. This could include what you offer to clients, target market, revenue streams, etc.
Fee Structure = The rate(s) you charge clients or customers for the different services you provide, or products you sell.
Business highlights:
Share any highlights, past wins, or successes that you or your business have achieved.
[Bullet points are fine]* 
	









Business Strategy
Please limit each response below to a maximum of 250 words.
Project Title
Please provide a short title that clearly reflects your project. (3-8 words MAX.)



Briefly describe how you will use the grant funding:* 
	









How will this funding help you grow and sustain your business?* 
	









Business Goals
What are your business goals with this funding?* 
	








What steps will you take to accomplish your goals? What resources are needed?* 
	









How will you measure your progress? How will you know when you've met your goals?* 
	









Do you know where your business' knowledge gaps lie? Briefly discuss these gaps, and any training, mentors, or supporters that are helping you address these gaps:* 
	









Budget & Funding Request
Budget Upload
Please use the Budget template for Business Foundations available on the Creative BC website. Do not use an old template from a previous intake. Do not create your own template.

Budget (.xls, .xlsx)*
Add File...

Do not upload Numbers documents. If you are working in Numbers, export your .numbers file to an .xls or .xlsx file before uploading. Do not upload .csv files.

Refer to your completed budget when answering the following questions. Answer with the numerical value only and NO symbols ($), rounding to the nearest dollar. For example: $10,000.99 would be 10001.
Total Budget*



Funding Request
Applicants may request a grant amount between $2,000 - $10,000.
This program funds up to 100% of expenses. Matching funds or investment from other sources is not required for this program.
Funding Request*
$____________



Profit + Loss Statement
Financial statements are required for this program (except businesses operating for less than a year) .
Please provide your financial statements using the Creative BC Profit & Loss Statement template, which can be found here.
Financial statements should show your business' income and expenses over the past year.
You are not required to contact or employ an accountant or bookkeeper to provide financial statements. However, externally prepared statements are also accepted if you have them on hand.
Financial statements can be uploaded in the following formats: .xls, .xlsx, .doc, .pdf

Upload financial statements:*
Add File...
Funding Sources
List all funding sources that will cover the expense listed in your budget. Once you have entered the first financial source, click the “Add Item” button to add the next source. This program supports projects at 100% up to $10,000. Most applicants will only need to list their Creative BC funding request.

1) Creative BC
2) Applicant Contribution (if applicable)
3) Other funding sources (if applicable)

Continue until all sources are listed. Funding sources should equal 100% of your total budget.

List only the portion of your other grants that directly relates to your Creative BC project and will cover the same expenses, even if it is less than the total grant you’ve applied for or received.

Funding Source*
Creative BC 
Applicant Contribution 
Applicant’s Company
BC Arts Council  
BC Gaming 
Canada Council 
Canadian Heritage
City of Burnaby 
City of Kelowna 
City of Nanaimo
City of Richmond 
City of Surrey
City of Vancouver
City of Victoria 
Columbia Basin Trust
Earned Revenue (tkts, merch)
FACTOR
First Peoples’ Cultural Council 
Gwaii Trust Society
Metro Vancouver 
Music BC 
Private Investment
Province of BC 
Radio Starmaker 
Record Label 
Slaight Music 
SOCAN Foundation
Vancouver Foundation 
Other 

Amount*



Type of Funding*
Cash
In-Kind
Other
% of Total Budget*



Status*
Confirmed
Unconfirmed                                                                                                       +Add Item

Paid Workers & Volunteers
Employment Estimates
How many people do you currently employ? Paid workers can be full-time, part-time, or contractors. Don't forget to include yourself.

Full-Time Employees - People
Please enter the estimated count of individual people that will be working on the project full-time.
*



Full-Time Employees - Hours/Week
Please enter the estimated hours per week that all individuals will be working on the project full-time. If workers had different weekly schedules, average them. Example: 3 workers worked 40, 35, and 30 hours/week. Average = (40+35+30) ÷ 3 = 35 hours/week.
*



Full-Time Employees - Weeks Worked
Please enter the estimated count of  weeks that all individuals will be working full-time. If you hired several workers for different lengths of time, calculate an average. Example: 3 full-time workers worked 10, 6, and 8 weeks respectively. Average = (10+6+8) ÷ 3 = 8 weeks.
*



Part-time Jobs

Part-time work is defined as 20 hours (or less) of work per week.

Part-Time Employees - People
Please enter the estimated count of individual people that will be working on the project part-time.
*



Part-Time Employees - Hours/Week
Please enter the estimated hours per week that all individuals will be working part-time. If workers had different weekly schedules, average them. Example: 3 workers worked 10, 15, and 20 hours/week. Average = (10+15+20) ÷ 3 = 15 hours/week.
*



Part-Time Employees - Weeks Worked
Please enter the estimated count of weeks that all individuals will be working part-time. If you hired several workers for different lengths of time, calculate an average. Example: 3 part-time workers worked 10, 6, and 8 weeks respectively. Average = (10+6+8) ÷ 3 = 8 weeks.
*



Volunteers
For the purpose of this grant, volunteers are not paid for their contributions to your business. Include yourself, if applicable.
How many volunteers help you with your business?*



Live Music Presenters (if applicable)
Please provide us with your event-related statistics from this year.
For statistics in this section, 1 artist = 1 group, band or ensemble.
How many live music events did you present in 2025?*



How many artists did you present in 2025?* 



What was the combined attendance for your events in 2025?*



Self-Identification
To ensure eligibility, Creative BC is requesting mandatory self-identification information from all business owners applying to the Business Foundations program.
Creative BC is committed to supporting a broad range of businesses and systemically excluded groups through this program. Once applications are scored, Creative BC may make adjustments to fill representational gaps within the pool of funding recipients, based on demographics, regional participation, genre, and type of applicant.
The information submitted is confidential and will be used to ensure eligibility, measure representation, and compile aggregate statistics on representation and participation across Creative BC programs and services.
For more information on the purpose of this data collection, please visit our website.

Business Owners
Complete this section for all business owners, INCLUDING YOURSELF (if you are one).
Once you have entered the first person, Click the pink “Add Business Owner” text to your lower right to add the next person. Continue until all owners are listed.
If you're applying as a not-for-profit, please add the key leader(s) in your organization (no more than 3), instead of business owners.
Total number of business owners (or key leader(s) for not-for-profits). Include yourself if you are one of the business owners.* 



How this process works
Once you submit this application form, an email will be sent directly to all business owners or key leaders listed, asking them to fill out an online, confidential, personal self-identification form.
Once they complete this self-identification form, the information will be added to your application. We encourage you to give each person listed a heads up that this email will be coming, and to check their spam filter.
Please reach out to Creative BC staff if you have any questions.

Add Business Owners
First and Last Name*



Ownership Percentage*



Email*


+Add Business Owner
Make sure the number of names you have entered matches the total number of business owners or key leaders indicated above.

Uploads
For each upload box below there is a maximum of 5 files, totaling 25mb that can be uploaded. File uploads are limited to 5mb, each. If you are over limit, reduce the size of the file or compress to a .zip file.
Please be sure you include all required documents. Incomplete applications may not be processed.

Attachments will display a red X when uploaded successfully. If you would like to remove or replace a document, click the red x and select "Add File" again.
If you have files that are too large to upload, you can email your file directly to ndhaliwal@creativebc.com. If the upload field is required, upload a blank placeholder document.

Required Documents
The documents below are required from all applicants.
Upload a list of your current clients or artists on your roster, indicating those who are B.C.-based. (.docx, .pdf)
Add File...
For statistics in this section, 1 artist =1 group, band or ensemble.

Please use the Artist Roster/ Client List template available on the Creative BC website.

Upload a list your current business partnerships 
Add File...

Please use the Community and Partnerships template available on the Creative BC website. (.docx or .pdf)

Bios or resumes from business owners:*
Add File...

Recommended Documents
Please feel free to upload any additional documents that may support your funding request, such as business plans, vendor quotes, confirmed or prospective artist lineups, promotional materials, event calendars

Additional supporting documents:
Add File...

Expressions of support from partners and supporters (These can be provided as informal letters, emails, audio clips, videos, or in other formats.)
Add File...

Business Registration
If you are applying as a business or not-for-profit organization, please upload your Certificate of Incorporation, business registration, or Society certificate.
Individuals are eligible to apply. Applicants are not required to have a registered business.

Upload business registration:
Add File...

Declaration & Form Submission
By submitting this application form to Creative BC: 
· I represent and warrant that the information provided by me for the purposes of this application is true and complete to the best of my knowledge.
· I acknowledge, understand, and agree that any willful omission or misrepresentation by me in this application may result in any offer of funding made to me being revoked at any time (including after acceptance) or any funding contract entered into with me being terminated.
· I acknowledge that Creative BC may contract working industry professionals, to sit on advisory panels, to assist with the evaluation of applications. I give permission for Creative BC to share all application materials with these external reviewers, for the sole purposes of making recommendations to Creative BC. External readers are required to sign confidentiality agreements and declare any conflicts of interest prior to reviewing applications.
· I acknowledge and understand that this application for funding is not a contract to fund, nor an offer or promise to fund, any project. Should an offer of funding be extended to me (which is not guaranteed), then a funding contract will be presented to me at that time.
I understand and consent to the following: 
· In accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (BC) and other applicable laws, Creative BC will collect, use and disclose information contained in this Application, and may collect from additional information sources, and use and disclose, additional information about me or my organization as reasonably necessary including by conducting reasonable background and reference checks, for the following purposes: considering my application for funding, verifying or clarifying the information provided in this Application, determining my project’s suitability and eligibility for funding, and making funding decisions with respect to this application.
· Information provided in this application may also be used to contribute to aggregate statistics generated for the understanding, promotion, growth of B.C.’s music industry.

Full Name *



Date *



Last Step
All key personnel and/or company owners listed in your application will receive an email notification with a unique form number to complete the Creative BC self-identification questions. This must be completed by April 8, 2026, which is two weeks after the application deadline.
Troubleshooting
If you experience any trouble submitting your application, check the following:
1) "The form you are trying to access is inactive": Click the save button again, and reopen your application from the saved link in your email, then click submit again.
2) "Please enter a decimal value": Check to see if there are any special characters (%, commas, $, periods, text or blank spaces) before or after a number. Make sure that there are no blank spaces after email addresses.
3) Nothing happens when you click submit: Check to see if there are any sections of the form you filled out that are now hidden as a result of a changed answer.
If you continue to receive a form error, you can forward the saved draft link to ndhaliwal@creativebc.com on or before 4:00 PM, PT on March, 25. 2026. 

Copy of Your Submission
You should receive a confirmation email with a PDF copy of your submission shortly after you hit submit. If you don't receive a confirmation, please email ndhaliwal@creativebc.com to ensure your application has been received.

*- required
 






	




2
     | Business Foundations 2026/27 Sample Application – DO NOT SUBMIT
image1.png
CREATIVE

&V BRITISH
BC

B COLUMBIA





